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WHO WE ARE

Communities in Berkshire rely on local voluntary
organisations for support for a wide range of issues
including child poverty, homelessness, physical and
mental health issues and isolation/loneliness.

We provide advice, distribute grants and raise the
profile of local charities and community groups
addressing identified need across Berkshire.

We work alongside donors and philanthropists to
raise funds and influence decisions, helping to
make a real difference to local people's lives.

WHY

WHAT

HOW

A strong generous community in Berkshire
where local philanthropy is the norm, ensuring
the vulnerable, disadvantaged and most in
need are supported through difficult times by
connecting donors with local projects.

OUR VISION
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£5,077

Total amount awarded by BCF
 since April 2020. 

27,493
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supported

12,497
People supported

BCF has awarded more than £15,000,000 over the last 35 years and the
UK Community Foundation network, to which BCF belongs, has

collectively distributed over £1 billion in grants.

£1 BILLION
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6,737
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16,082
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1,572
People

supported



- Applications  considered on a weekly basis 
- 

Charities, community groups or other not for profit organisations who are affected by the
Coronavirus pandemic, or supporting people affected by the Coronavirus pandemic. 
Small and new groups which are not constituted may apply where they are working with the
local CVS, Parish Council or Local Authority.

The Coronavirus crisis has had a major impact on people of all ages, from all
communities and from all walks of life and the many local charities and

community groups who support them.  We launched the Vital for Berkshire –
Coronavirus Appeal to raise money at this time of national crisis to help those

most affected in Berkshire by the impact of Coronavirus. These funds have been
distributed through the Vital for Berkshire Coronavirus Fund to a wide range of
projects across the county that are supporting local people and communities.

This report contains a brief selection of those projects that exhibit the work
undertaken by so many amazing people to help people in need at this time that

we have been able to support through the generosity of our wonderful
supporters.

To help organisations respond to immediate needs, for
instance, as a result of restrictions to normal activity.
To help organisations with stabilisation i.e. short term core
cost funds to keep organisations supporting those in need
afloat.

BCF's Response to Coronavirus 

We have also been allocated funds from the National Emergencies
Trust  who have given £51.2 million to community foundations

across the UK. 

FUNDING AIMS 

WHO CAN APPLY?

https://www.berkshirecf.org/For more Information

https://www.berkshirecf.org/


Meet The Team 

Gerry Lejeune OBE – Chief Executive.
Jon Yates – Chief Operating Officer.
Jane Williams – Head of Finance.
Anita Herbert - Community Impact Manager.
Rosanne Hall – Office Manager.
Gaye Pottinger – Volunteer.
(corresponding pictures from left to right).

The Berkshire Community Foundation Vital for Berkshire Coronavirus Fund has
pulled support together from across the county and targeted it to the many
small charities and voluntary groups working at the sharp end of the crisis. 

 Groups protecting people at risk of domestic violence, supporting young
carers, moving services on-line to support children with additional needs,

helping to combat the effects of poverty exacerbated by lockdown, providing
essential support for isolated older people and many other needs.  We have had

tremendous support from companies and private donors enabling us to help
people of all ages, from all communities and from all walks of life who have felt
the impact of this crisis deeply.  We have been working flat out to combat this

impact and are so grateful for all the support we have received.  Thank you.

About Us

BCF team members and trustees supporting the Royal Ascot #StyledWithThanks Appeal which
has raised a marvellous sum for BCF’s Coronavirus response (shown in Zoom meeting above)



Family with 6 children.
Small house – all 4 girls share one bedroom.
Dad is experiencing stress of working from home. 
Mum suffers from depression and anxiety. 
Stress surrounding home-schooling and keeping
the kids entertained.

 

55

The family support volunteers at
Home-Start Wokingham have kept in

regular contact with the mum,
listening to how she is feeling and

making suggestions of fun things to do
around the house. Volunteers have

also sent her scavenger hunts, links to
online story-times and even delivered

arts and crafts materials. They have
also been able to have socially

distanced chats with mum and dad
about how they are coping and

different ways in which they can help.

Home-start Wokingham have continued to provide support to
families at this tme. Their family group have continued to

meet virtually each week with families sharing their own ideas
of activities to help keep busy during lockdown with the team
sharing songs and stories. Alongside this they have provided

practical support by picking up prescriptions and ensuring
that families have all the essential supplies by delivering

activity bags.

Home-Start  Wokingham

A Home-Start Story 

VULNERABLE FAMLIES SUPPORTED

43 ACTIVE VOLUNTEERS

Who have we

helped?



Feedback - "Thank you so much for
your support and generosity. This

has made me real happy and really
has been so helpful to us as a family.

We really cannot express in words
our gratitude for your support in this
current situation we are facing as we

could have not gotten by without
your intervention and support. From
bottom of our hearts, we like to say

thank you to all those involved". 

Phone/email contact
once a week 
A personalised weekly
email with resources and
ideas for home-based
learning 
Virtual group sessions,
sharing stories and songs 
Evening Zoom drop in
sessions for parents 

The charity has also developed and launched a new training module in
Inclusive Practice, which is being offered free of charge to anyone it
would benefit. The new course, titled an ‘Introduction to Early Years

Inclusive Practice’ focuses on ensuring children with SEND are included
in the mainstream wherever possible and has seen over 670

participants from across the UK sign up. 

Ujala Foundation

500 FOOD DELIVERIES

50 KEY WORKER DELIVERIES

500 INDIVIDUALS/FAMILIES
SUPPORTED

Dingley's Promise 

Statistics indicate that during lockdown, 78% of families are
more stressed, 42% of family's mental health has declined

 and 50% of childrens emotional health is worse. 

Dingley's Promise offer 



Since April, SANAS has packed and distributed (whilst observing the
guidelines around social distancing) over 600 food parcels to older
and vulnerable people in Britwell, Northborough, Manor Park,
Farnham Road, Cippenham, Chalvey, Wexham, Goodman Park,
Langley and Slough Town Centre areas, giving families and individuals
a little extra help during this pandemic.
SANAS is working in partnership and part of the One Slough
Community Response team, and is very grateful for the donations
received from Slough CVS and Berkshire Community Foundation to
help them continue the vital work that they are doing.
Their Wellbeing Team of volunteers have also made 112 welfare calls
all to help combat isolation, improve mental health and wellbeing and
raise awareness of risks associated with BAME communities and
COVID-19.

Adella Parris, Co-Chair said, “As a direct result of
COVID-19, SANAS had to stop our regular activities,

however were very keen to continue to offer
support to our clients and those who are at risk of
isolation or fall in the vulnerable category in and

around Slough.

For people that are engaged in the community, we
are all very busy and pulling together as one, for

the greater good of Slough. COVID-19 has thrown
up many challenges and SANAS has certainly had
to adapt our ways of working. We are also grateful

to our team of volunteers who are working
extremely hard to continue the support."

St Kitts and Nevis Association Slough (SANAS)

St Kitts and Nevis Association Slough (SANAS) was
formed in 1998 and became a registered charity in

2004. Prior to the COVID-19 pandemic, SANAS
organised many events to promote health and

wellbeing, family unity, education and community
cohesion.

"COVID-19 will be present in our communities for a little while longer,
and we will be continuing to support where we can. Our volunteers

are working really hard to keep this happening.”



“Alfred” (not his real name) is a veteran army paratrooper in
his late 50’s who fell in to difficult times after leaving the

service. He became homeless and that’s when Pilgrims Hearts
Trust began helping him. When lockdown began he was living
in a garage. They keep in touch with him by text and email and
give him food and advice. They also successfully referred him

to the local council Rough Sleeper team and helped him contact
three services veterans charities. He is now about to move into
a rented flat and they keep in touch with him to ensure that he

can avoid poverty and homelessness from now on.

They have set up a fully manned telephone where residents can
request support alongside establishing supply chains with local food

outlets to maintain food supplies through the outbreak. They have
also implemented an online ordering service whereby local residents
can order home cooked meals, and this has been extended to supply
over 50 freshly cooked meals weekly to Wexham Park Hospital NHS
staff. They are now looking to support long term social distancing

measures, self-isolation and provide support to those who may now
be unemployed.  

Datchet Corona Volunteers was established in
March 2020 in response to the Coronavirus

pandemic to ensure a supportive network in their
small village. After receiving a grant of £6,426

through BCF’s Coronavirus fund and the National
Emergency Trust they had 150 local registered
volunteers who offered support with shopping,
urgent supplies, postal services and telephone

support to the 2200 households and 5000 residents
of Datchet. 

Datchet Corona Volunteers

Pilgrims Hearts Trust  

A case study of someone they have
helped during lockdown. 



Reading Associaton for the Blind

The grant from BCF has supported both a
telephone befriending service and a safe-

guarding training course for staff members
and volunteers. At the start of lockdown, they

had 30 service users who requested weekly
befriending calls and this number has
currently risen to 40 as the pandemic

continues and service users require more
support. 

T is 72 and was born with 70% hearing loss that
has not changed throughout his life. From the ages
of 40-60 T was registered partially sighted and lost

all vision when he turned 60, not only has he lost
his sight but his hearing as well as he was an

expert lip reader who received information from
viewing people’s facial expressions, body

language and eye contact.

 Since the COVID-19 pandemic, T has been
receiving telephone befriending calls from his
outreach visiting officer, and he has found this
support invaluable. T is fortunate in having a

positive mental attitude and many friends in the
area, whilst his 2 children live away. Some other

service users do not have this network of
support and have relied heavily on the

telephone befriending service, to obtain food
and medicine supplies, and gain emotional

support and advice. 



Swings & Smiles have focused heavily on the emotional wellbeing and
mental health of their families. Parents have found support through

virtual offerings, including an open group on Facebook which has over 150
members, a weekly quiz, 1 to 1 support on Zoom and  their monthly

Health and Wellbeing group moving online. Families now have access to
their app which provides lots of practical tips and advice for them to
support their wellbeing on the go. Siblings have been supported via

weekly via Zoom, some have received individual support and they've also
been able to deliver their siblings course, which they usually deliver in

schools, online for the first time. Both parents and siblings have received
care packages too. Children with special needs have been able to have

some routine back with their virtual timetable and some familiar sessions
with friends, they’ve also benefitted from 1 to 1 Zoom support and

resources delivered to them to use at home.

Swings & Smiles 

As of the end of May Swings & Smiles had:

Provided over 313 hours of
support to children with special

needs and their families.

Held 17 different types of sessions
online - including 8 groups that run

weekly.

Had 112 one to one Zoom calls with 
families.

 Supported 57 children with SEND, 52
siblings and 72 parents across more than

98 families as well as 1 care home.

Delivered Easter eggs to 60 families
and care packs to 70 parents and

siblings.

Created a new wellbeing app for parents
(which has now launched on iPhone).



During lockdown Mathew was referred to Slough Young
Carers and has received support via Zoom meetings. He has

settled in well and takes part enthusiastically, looking
forward to the sessions, particularly those that involve

baking. 

Jemma Zaveri, Young Carers Lead, Aik Saath / Slough Young
Carers have said: “Matthew has been with us for a relatively

short time but as his confidence grows, he’s allowing his
personality to shine through. He is starting to bond well
with other young people in the group and clearly feels a

sense of belonging. Matthew is at the start of a journey with
us – we hope we can continue to help him cope and

overcome the challenges that are at risk of impeding him
from reaching his potential.”

Matthew is an 11-year-old boy who has a wide range of caring roles including caring
responsibilities of his little brother, who is 3 years old, and suffers from Type 1 diabetes

alongside two more younger siblings and his mother who is a recovering alcoholic.
Matthew has faced many traumatic experiences with the biggest challenge being when

his mother was sent to prison, gave birth and the baby was taken into care. Matthew
has never met this sibling. 

Mathew has many responsibilities around the house such as cleaning, cooking and
taking blood readings for his younger brother. Mathew self-harms and sometimes
displays behavioural issues at school. He rarely leaves home apart from to attend

school – in part due to his caring commitments and in part due to the difficulties he
finds in socialising with peers. 

Support from BCF has allowed the charity to step up their support
for young carers at a time when they need it most. The following case study

demonstrates the level of need and what some of their beneficiaries have gone
through in the past 12 weeks.

Slough Young Carers 

The words "Aik Saath" mean "Together
As One" in Hindi, Punjabi and Urdu. They
also embody the ethos of our charity. We
believe in working together for positive

social change.

Our mission is to work with people from
all communities, faiths and backgrounds

to promote and encourage conflict
resolution and community cohesion

through training, campaigns and
projects.



Groups wishing to apply please visit www.berkshirecf.org

For further information, please contact: 
Jon Yates, Chief Operating Officer
Berkshire Community Foundation 

100 Longwater Avenue, Green Park, Reading, Berkshire, RG2 6GP
jon.yates@berkshirecf.org || 07813 044172

About Berkshire Community Foundation: Berkshire Community Foundation
works across Berkshire to raise, then distribute, money directly to local causes. 

 We operate to ensure any form of philanthropy, whether from an individual or an
organisation, is effective and brings greatest benefit to those in need in our local

communities. Registered Charity: 1155173

To support the appeal visit
www.berkshirecf.org

Text VITAL to 70085 to donate £10

HOW TO DONATE
The crisis continues to have an impact on the lives
of people across Berkshire and we will continue to
support the work being carried out to target these

needs.  If you would like to discuss how your
support could be used please email Jon Yates at

jon.yates@berkshirecf.org.

Our Website
Our Facebook
Our Twitter

https://www.berkshirecf.org/
https://www.berkshirecf.org/
https://www.berkshirecf.org/
https://www.facebook.com/berkshirecommunityfoundation/
https://twitter.com/berkshirecf


AbbVie
Ascot Racecourse

Bayer
Beaufort Financial

Boehringer Ingleheim
CAVE Foundation

David Brownlow Foundation
Elizabeth Jane Foundation

Eton T Shirt Company
GJ Ward Charitable Trust

Haines Hill Trust
Hall Hunter

Honda
Huntswood

King Cullimore Trust
MARS Wrigley

THANK YOU
We would like to say a huge thank you to the many people and organisations who have
made our work possible and in so doing helped people most in need when they needed

it most.

And everyone who has spported our Vital for Berkshire- Coronavirus Appeal.  

Masonic Charitable Fund
National Emergencies Trust

Pargiter Trust
Procter & Gamble

Provincial Grand Lodge of
Berkshire Freemasons 

Reckitt Benckiser
Redwood Technologies

SAS International
SEGRO

SGN
Syder Foundation

Thames Water
UCB

Waitrose
Wates Foundation



Comments from Grant

Recipients

"Thank you for the generous support of
Berkshire Community Foundation during

the COVID-19 situation. It has been an
extremely difficult time which our staff

have been helped through because of the
outpouring of support from the
community. This is very much

appreciated and we will use these funds
to support our staff at this time."

Frimley Health Charity

"I have shared the great news with our
domestic abuse team in Slough and they are
over the moon. They are doing exceptional
things to try and support our service users

who are facing this crisis on top of their
existing huge trauma. Your support is going

to help us go that extra mile."

HESTIA, Slough

"That's absolutely terrific - it's such a nice thing
to be able to let the team have some good news
at this time! It's particularly good to know we
can get some of the craft +play bags out to the
children and parents - I know from Sarah our
Manager that some families are really going

through a horrible time - she will be so pleased
to put out something cheerful."

Home-Start Reading

"This will help us greatly to bridge the gap until a
return to some sort of normality, whenever that

comes. Support of this kind helps greatly with morale
and will be a real boost to the counsellors as they
become more experienced with remote working,

safely and ethically."

Sandhurst Counselling

"I am going to go and get those laptops now so
we can get more volunteers online asap."

Citizens Advice Bracknell & District



"Refugees and Asylum Seekers have been some of
those hit hardest by the current Coronavirus

epidemic. Many are trapped, facing stress, poverty,
isolation and serious mental health issues on their
own, so our support is more important than ever.
Thank you for awarding funding that will help us

deliver food parcels, practical support, legal
advice, remote befriending and more in these

extraordinary times."

Reading Refugee Support Group

"Thank you so, so much! This has absolutely made
my day and will make some families very, very

happy!"

Berkshire Maestros

"Thank you so much, this is wonderful news
and will really help us to continue to support
families during this very challenging time."

Family Friends in Windsor and Maidenhead

Berkshire Community Foundation
100 Longwater Avenue

Green Park
Reading
RG2 6GP

T: 0118 930 3021
W: www.berkshirecf.org

Twitter: @berkshirecf
Facebook: Berkshire Community Foundation
LinkedIn: Berkshire Community Foundation
E-newsletter sign-up: www.berkshirecf.org

https://www.berkshirecf.org/
https://twitter.com/berkshirecf?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor
https://www.facebook.com/berkshirecommunityfoundation/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/berkshirecommunityfoundation/
https://www.berkshirecf.org/

